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Wintering Your Hives and Planning for Spring
Submitted by Laura Colburn, WCABA Vice President

Winter in Texas is on-again, off-again, but there are considerations and preparations 
you should make. Hopefully you’ve already done your fall preparations: removing 
a couple of frames of old comb, moving honey directly above brood frames, and 
confirming your hive is queen-right. The biggest causes of winter losses are 
uncontrolled Varroa mites, starvation, insufficient population to form a cluster, and 
chilling due to condensation. Some of those are too late to fix by December, but 
others can be avoided.

Varroa: your hives should have a count of less than 2% at the end of fall. Once 
cold weather hits, it will be too late to do a sugar or alcohol roll to count your mites, 
because that would disturb the cluster. But you can treat your hives after the Winter 
Solstice when brood rearing is at its minimum or has ceased entirely. Take some 
time to research which treatment is right for you. Go to honeybeehealthcoalition.org 
to download the free guide to Varroa treatments. 

Starvation: Your hives will need at least one medium box full of honey. If they 
don’t have that, you’ll need to feed with a 2:1 syrup while temperatures are above 
50 or a solid sugar alternative when it’s colder.  Late winter and early spring is when 
bees are most susceptible to starvation because the temperatures are beginning to 
warm, but there is very little forage available. Starvation is preventable though. 
Recipe for solid sugar: http://honeybeesuite.com/feeding-bees/hard-candy/ 

Population: At the end of fall, your hives need enough bees to fully cover about six 
frames. When temperatures fall below mid-50, they will crowd closely together to 
form a tight cluster to keep warm. On days when temperatures rise above 55, they 
will break cluster to take cleansing flights and fill up on stores. To learn more about 
the winter cluster, see the October newsletter.

Condensation: although the bees are warming the cluster rather than the hive, the 
warmth they create will eventually escape the cluster and rise to the inner cover, 
where the air is colder. It forms condensation there, which can drip back down on 
the cluster, chilling and killing them. Prevent condensation by providing adequate 
ventilation. An upper entrance or a thin strip of wood placed under a corner of the 
inner cover allows the warm air to escape. Some beekeepers leave the upper 
entrance open while others cover it with screen to prevent robbing. 



A Message From Our President
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WCABA President Jim Colbert

Winter is coming on (such as it is in Central Texas), so there is not much to do as a 
beekeeper, right? Wrong! 
This is a busy time for us. By now, you have probably robbed your bees for the last time, 
checked and treated for Varroa mites, gotten entrance reducers or mouse guards in place and 
generally gotten your hives in shape for a winter nap. The problem is that we don’t have 
much of a winter here. The weather forecasts that I have heard say we can expect a warmer 
and dryer winter than normal. That means that our bees will have ample opportunity to get 
out and around. When they do that, there won’t be much to forage on, so they will be ex-
pending a lot of energy and not finding much to bring home. Even if you left them with the 
recommended 8 frames of honey, they may run out of stores by early spring. In other words, keep an eye on your hives. 
Starvation is a real possibility, especially if you are marginal on the amount of honey you left them. It seems counter 
intuitive, but pretty weather during the winter can lead to starvation faster the cold weather. Check your hive when the 
weather is pretty and feed if necessary. They don’t need much pollen right now, but sugar syrup may be in order. 
Generally, a 2:1 mixture is recommended during the winter months.
This is also a time to start getting equipment ordered or built for next spring. Building hive bodies, supers and frames is 
fun way to kill a couple of hours. And don’t forget to order your NUC’s. The order form is in this newsletter. This is also 
a great time to surf the internet for new ideas and new products that you may want to try next year. If you kept 
records from last year, look them over and get ready for any changes you may want to make next year. And if you 
haven’t renewed you membership to WCABA, why not do that right now?
Yes, even though the bees are somewhat inactive, this is a busy time for beekeeper. I hope everyone had a great 
Thanksgiving and we’ll see you at our last meeting of the year on Nov. 30.

2018 Executive Board Elections:

The following members have been nominated for the 2018 Executive Board. 
Elections will be held at our final meeting on November 30.

President: Jim Colbert
Vice President: Shannon Montez

Secretary: Lori Ivins
Treasurer: Phil Ainsley

Program Director: Laura Colburn
Membership Director: Shirley Doggett
Editorial Director: Maryalice Herring

Historian: Jennifer Shear
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(Wintering...continued from page 1)

Although the warm temperatures may tempt you to open your hives for inspection, it is very important that you not disturb 
the cluster. That means don’t pull any frames from the cluster area. You can check the food stores above the cluster, but 
leave the frames below alone. 

Other considerations for winter is protection outside the hive from predators and weather. Your hives should be protected 
from freezing rains and bitter winds. Woodenware in good condition and a reduced entrance will protect the hive from rain 
and a simple windbreak made from square bales of hay will protect from cold north winds if a natural break is not in place. 
A mouse guard will keep mice from crawling in and wreaking havoc in the comb. 

Winter is the perfect time to begin planning for spring. Clean your woodenware and 
equipment not in use and make repairs as necessary or order new. Properly store 
frames by first freezing them for 48 hours, then store frames where wax moths can’t 
get to them. Some beekeepers store them inside, others store frames in hive boxes 
with paradichlorobenzene placed on newspaper between the boxes to prevent wax 
moth infestation. I’m trying a new technique recommended by Big Island Apiaries 
in Hawaii, in which frames are stored outside in uncovered hive boxes, but under 
shelter. The exposure to sun and air is said to inhibit wax moths, and ants will help 
remove any larvae. 

Many apiaries are taking orders for packages and queens now. WCABA will offer bee procurement through Merrimack 
Apiaries in Louisiana, with orders for nucs being taken beginning in November. No packages or queens are in the bee 
procurement plans for 2018.

Winter is also a great time to read about how to make next year better in your bee yard and to find out what bee schools 
will be offered in 2018. The first bee school will be in January offered by the Austin Area Beekeepers Association. 
It’s an all-day event with sessions for both new beekeepers and the more experienced. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-austin-area-beekeeping-seminar-registration-38872065394?aff=es2. 
Other bee schools will be held later in the year as well, including Brenham, Brazos Valley, and the TBA Summer Clinic.

Finally, here’s my suggested reading list for winter:
• Swarm Essentials, by Stephen Repasky
• Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honey Bee Health, by Les Crowder
• Better Beekeeping, by Kim Flottum
• Simple, Smart Beekeeping, by Kirsten Shoshanna and Michael Traynor
• The Practical Beekeeper, by Michael Bush (available for purchase in hard copy or free on his website at 
 bushfarms.com/bees)
• Bee Culture Magazine, online or hardcopy subscriptions available

*photo credit LColburn

     Correct stacking of boxes for winter storage.
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Scholarship Recipients Sell Honey at Hill Country Fair
submitted by Jimmie Oakley, WCABA Scholarship Chair

The 21st Annual Hill Country Arts & Craft Fair was held the weekend of the 
4th & 5th of November in Sun City in Georgetown, Texas.The event offered the 
Wolf-Bost Scholarship Recipients an opportunity to sell donated honey in support of the 
Youth Scholarship Program. Several club members and recipient family members worked 
in the booth promoting honey and educating the public about the value of bees and 
beekeeping.  

The Honey Booth was set up this year on Friday evening in the Patio/Pool area near the 
Veteran’s Memorial Garden which presented the bees and honey in a calmer, more 
relaxed atmosphere. The booth was outfitted with a banner proclaiming the 
Scholarship Program, posters depicting different aspects of the bee’s life, and foremost, 
an observation hive featuring honey bees for the Sun City Community Garden. 

On a sunny Saturday morning Tim Falkenstein, wife Jo, and daughter Nancy 
Young from Cedar Park open the booth, greeting the steady stream of visitors 
to the fair.  Sam Bingham of Round Rock, accompanied by his dad and broth-
ers was the first scholarship recipient to serve in the booth. Saturday honey 
sales were brisk and when the fair closed for the day at 5PM over a thousand 
dollars had been taken in gross receipts.

Sunday morning Dodie Stillman, Master Beekeeper candidate, was kind 
enough to open the booth, and get things ready for the number of youngsters 
scheduled to serve in the booth that day.  Maris Talentino from Dale, Texas, 
his mom Gia, and  his brothers and sister showed up to work the early shift 
at the Fair. Crowd traffic was light, but it didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of 
those serving in the booth. WCABA Honey Queen, Jordan Heivilin, and her 
dad, along with scholarship recipients, Dylan Roberts from Georgetown, and his 
cousin, Carter Selvera and his mom, Kimberly from Bertram,  made for a full 
crew to work the booth in the afternoon. With selling honey, taking money, 
explaining about the bees and showing off the observation hive the youngsters 
put to use the knowledge and experience they have gained working with their 
bees this year. I think they would all agree they had a good time at the Fair, and 
were glad to support the program with their efforts. Jerald Swain was unable to 
participate in the booth this year because of a prior commitment.

Gross receipts from honey sales topped fourteen hundred dollars for the two 
days, but after paying for wholesale honey purchased, the net was a little over 
half that at $783.00. The profit from the booth will go toward 2017 Youth 
Scholarships. 

Thank you all for making the booth a success!
*photo credit - JOakley

      Carter Selvera and Dylan Roberts in the 
Honey Booth on Sunday afternoon.

Sam Bingham,  Jo Falkenstein, and Nancy Young on 
Saturday morning

All the Talentinos
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WCABA Ambassador Michael Wheeler Visits Happy Florence Bees
Submitted by Laura Colburn, WCABA Vice President

A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of hosting a small group of homeschool students from the Georgetown area to my 
bee yard. About 10 kids, ages ranging from 6 to 12, along with their parents came to learn about honey bees and how they 
can help support them.

The kids and I talked about the jobs honey bees have, how they make honey, and why they’re important to all of us. After 
a brief lesson, we tromped out to the field to watch the coming and goings of foragers through a small telescope. They 
could see the guards greeting foragers returning to the hive and the brightly colored pollen packets carried on the rear legs 
of those busy girls. And of course, we wrapped it up with a honey tasting straight from the comb. 

One of the roles our new ambassadors have is to share their beekeeping experience in the scholarship program with 
school-aged kids. We were fortunate to have Ambassador Michael Wheeler come out to do just that. He told about how he 
was introduced to the scholarship program, his early experience with keeping bees, including some of the challenges he 
faced, and the thrill of harvesting his own honey. 

Ambassador Wheeler did a great job representing the Williamson County Area Beekeepers Association, and maybe even 
inspired a new group of young people to become interested in starting their own beehive.

*photo credit - LColburn

From our October meeting - 
Thank you to these members who donated door prizes:
 Laura Colburn    Lisa Hoekstra    Diana Stromberg
Congratulations to these lucky door prize winners:
 William Janke    Terry Wyatt    Lori Raspberry
 Terry Mikus    Don Parson    Valerie Milligan

Welcome to these new members - 
 Gary and Rose Morris   Kathy Fulton    Phil Hopkins
 Pamela Crider    John and Trissa Williams
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2017 Texas Beekeepers Association Convention Held in Temple
Submited by Jimmie Oakley - WCABA Scholarship Chair

The Texas Beekeepers Association held their Annual Convention in Temple the second week in November (9-11) and 
WCABA was again one of the local area host clubs. Many of our members helped with the event and many others were 
in attendance. Chris Doggett, TBA Editor, served as co-convention coordinator and wife Shirley, TBA Membership 
Coordinator, Barbi Benjamin, our Librarian and Celia Richter, Membership, all worked registration. Fred Richter could 
be found at the TBA merchandise table. Pamela Yeaman, Honey Show Coordinator, and Dodie Stillman, Honey Show 
Secretary, worked to help make that expanded event a success. WCABA Honey Queen, Jordan Heivilin, represented our 
club at the Bee Buzz - Queen’s Reception with a smartly decorated table, spoke at the Queen’s Luncheon, helped crown 
a new Texas Honey Queen at the Coronation, and worked the Queen’s Auction too. Queen Mum, Alaine Heivilin, found 
herself at the registration table helping out when she wasn’t assisting Jordan.
The Convention followed a new format this year scheduling the Awards Banquet and Coronation on Friday night and 
business meeting on Saturday morning to afford more time to conduct Bee School type classes. There were many top 
notch speakers to hear and learn from and the Convention may represent the change of the future.

*all photos credit - JOakley and AHeivilin

Busy Registration table at the Convention Dodie Stillman and Pamela 
Yeaman were in charge of the 

Honey Show.

Fred Richter real busy too?

WCABA Honey Queen  Jordan 
Heivilin works the Queen’s Auction

 Tanya Phillips  visits WCABA Honey Queen Jordan’s table WCABA Honey Queen Jordan 
Heivilin escorted by her father, 

Edward, to the coronation
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W.C.A.B.A. Club  5-Frame Nuc Order Form - 2018

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________ ___________________City/State/Zip_______________

Phone_____________________________e-mail:________________________________________ 
          please print

I want to order: 
 No._____ 5 Frame Nuc (Based on group order of 100 nucs)    $150.00/ Nuc. 

Nuc with three frames brood,  mated queen, “NOT” marked or clipped.

How will you pay?  CASH  or Check # ________ TOTAL $ AMT
     (check preferred)  OF ORDER

Mail remittance to:

WCABA Order/ Jimmie Oakley - 
425 Sapphire Lane
Jarrell, TX 76537

OR bring your completed order form with payment to the club meeting in November or January.

Nuc order deadline:  Must be postmarked by February 28, 2018, or while supplies last.

Limit 10 nucs per family. No individual resale or ownership transfer permitted on nucs once ordered.
All secondary transactions and scheduling must come through the club for tracking & delivery. 

**You MUST be a current member of WCABA to order with the club.**
Special Instructions:
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   Don’t miss out on these upcoming events...
          *  WCABA meeting - November 30

     *  No meeting in December

     * Order your bees!! November 1 - February 22 (or until cap is met)

              Refer to the order form in THIS newsletter

WCABA Members Hard at Work

Alaine Heivilin and Shirley Doggett help settle up Auction accounts.

Honey Queen and her dad at the 
Scholarship Honey Sale

Maris Talentino making a honey sale

*photos credit - JOakley
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W.C.A.B.A. MEETING MINUTES – October 26, 2017
1.  Opening the Meeting:  Jim Colbert, President, opened the meeting.

2.  Announcements: 

• For November, our monthly meeting will take place on Thursday, November 30 because of the conflict with 
Thanksgiving.

• The TBA Convention will take place November 9 – 11.

• The club’s bee procurement group will be taking orders for bee nucs soon.  Watch your newsletter and the 
WCABA Facebook page for order forms.  There will be a limit of 10 nucs per family.  We will not be ordering 
packages or queens, only nucs.  Total bee orders will be limited to a total of 225 nucs  and each nuc will sell for 
$150 each.  The WCABA will take orders on a first-come basis.

• The club would like to form committees working on such areas as Honey Queen, Ambassadors, workshop 
scheduling, swarm list, refreshments and others.  Please contact Jim Colbert or another Board Member if you are 
interested.

• Chris Doggett spoke to the group about the TBA Annual Convention which takes place  November 9th 
through November 11th.  It will be held at the Frank Mayborn Event and Convention Center in Temple, Texas, 
9:00 – 5:00.  On Friday, the major speakers will be Dr. Dewey Caron, Jerry Hayes and Jennifer Berry. The Friday 
Honey Show will feature many varieties of extracted honey, black jar honey, beeswax, arts and crafts, gadgets and 
more. Saturday will include breakout sessions during the day which attendees can select.

3.  Beekeeping 101 – “Preparing for Fall” was taught by Laura Colburn. 

4. Members Present:  78

5.  Program:  Our guest speaker was Howard Smallowitz of the Fayette County Beekeepers.  His topic was “10 
Stupid Things To Do With Your Bees”.  

Reminder:  Our next meeting will be on the 5th Thursday, November 30, 2017.

Ginny Stubblefield
Secretary, W.C.A.B.A.
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Program Note:

You won’t want to miss this month’s program as the 2017 Scholarship recipients will be presenting 
their reports as first year beekeepers. For many of these kids, this will be their first experience 
standing in front of such a large group. I can speak from experience as the parent of a former 
scholarship recipient who was incredibly nervous to stand in front of the WCABA crowd. 
However, that opportunity opened the door to multiple public speaking and teaching events at county 
fairs, agrilife extension workshops, 4H clubs and competitions, and even a trip to Sacramento, CA to 
compete at a national public speaking competition related to natural resources. It all began with a 
presentation about the ups and downs of a first year beekeeper who discovered a newfound 
confidence in her abilities to express herself in front of a group. Let’s show our support of this 
awesome program and these great kids! 

Speaking Thursday will be Scholarship Recipients:
   *Dylan Roberts -    11 years old - Georgetown
   *Carter Selvera -    13 years old - Bertram
   *Sam Bingham -    13 years old - Round Rock
   *Jerald Swain -      15 years old - Lampasas
   *Maris Talentino - 13 years old - Dale

*photo credit - JOakley



Membership Application
Williamson County Area Beekeepers Association

               Dues $15.00 per year - Individual or Family Membership

                      New Member / Renewing Member (circle one)             
 Date:___________________
  Name:______________________________________________    
 Amount:______________
 Address:____________________________________________
 City / State / Zip:______________________________________
 Phone: (______ ) _____________________________________
 Email: ______________________________________________           
      Please print, fill out, and bring to club meeting or mail with check to:

Membership
Shirley Doggett, 400 County Road 440, 

Thrall, TX 76578
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Have you ordered your bees???
Order form is on page 7!

**Remember, you must be a current member of WCABA to order with the club**
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WCABA
4355 County Road 110
Georgetown, Tx 78626

Time to treat for varroa / See us at the meeting for
Varroa Mite Monitoring & Treatment Solutions


