
In addition to being sick this week, I’ve got an
awful case of Spring Fever! I can’t wait to get my
garden planted and receive my nuc of bees that
I ordered through WCABA. I’m thrilled we have
“sprung forward” and wish we could do away
with the time change all together – I’m definitely
a long days and
sunshine kind of
gal. The bees are
out foraging in my
neighborhood and
it’s got me thinking
about what I can do
to attract more
pollinators to my
yard and how I can
plant with the
intention of
creating a
sustainable habitat
for my bees so they
want to stick
around.

When you are out
gardening,
remember that in
addition to planting
new plants in your
yard, there are a
number of other
things you can do
to create a good
habitat for your
bees. Don’t get
crazy with the weeding, pruning, and clearing in
a Spring cleaning frenzy!  Weeds provide an
early and valuable food source for bees and
other pollinators and can often be found
blooming at times when other plants are not -
so leave them be and protect them from
mowing, at least until after they’ve bloomed.
Dead wood, brush piles, and bare unworked
land all provide homes for native bees. It is
important that in our all-consuming love for our
honey bees, we do not forget about the native
species that share our space, and try to preserve
some nesting areas for them. Did you know,
according to the UC Berkeley Urban Bee Lab,
“Only 10% of the world’s 20,000 bee species are
social, and only a small percentage of these
construct hives. In North America, only the
introduced European honey bee and bumble
bees build hives and live in colonies. Most bees,
approximately 75%, are solitary and live in
individual nests tunneled into the soil.” 

Make a smart plan for your garden by
incorporating a few common sense strategies:

• Plant many different kinds of plants, herbs,
flowers, and trees in your yard and garden. 

• Plant things that
bloom at
different times of
the year so your
bees will always
find a pollen and
nectar source. 

• Choose native
plants with
varying colors
and shapes of
flowers that
attract pollinators.
Bees tend to be
more attracted 
to blue, purple,
violet, white, and
yellow flowers
and prefer plants
with flat open
flowers that have
a shallow landing
area, while
butterflies tend
to go for reds,
purples, and
pinks.

• Choose heirloom varieties and save their
seeds to plant again.

• Plant flowers in clumps. A cluster of one
species will attract more pollinators than
individual plants scattered around the garden.

• Plan ahead for a buggy summer and plant
mosquito repelling plants, like basil, lavender,
mint, marigolds, and sage, around your yard.

• Preserve some natural areas in your yard, if
possible. Try to leave some areas that are less
manicured. Lot’s of little critters will thank you
for this!

• For goodness sake - Put. Down. The. Roundup!
Try implementing methods of Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) and organic solutions for
treating problems and re-think the way you
manage pests and weeds.
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7:00-8:00: Beekeeping 101 / 201
8:00-9:00: Program

First United Methodist Church
Georgetown (MMC bldg.)

Beekeeping 101: Laura Colburn
“Installing Packages; Nucs;

Introducing Queens; Inspections”

Beekeeping 201: Chris Doggett

Program Speaker: Katie McIntyre
"Plants for Bees”

The honey bees were out foraging in the trumpet vine this week.
They were happy to see their shadows cast by the wonderful sunshine!

Planting for Pollinators
by Mary C. Gardner
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If you are like me, and are ready to get out in
the sunshine and get your hands dirty in the
beeyard and garden, consider planting
some pollinator friendly plants in your yard
to provide additional resources for your
bees. Even a small area, thoughtfully planted
and preserved, will be beneficial for honey
bees, native bees, and other pollinators. 
Try visiting the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center for ideas. They are having their
Spring Plant Sale Friday, April 7, from 9 a.m.
– 5 p.m. for members only, and Saturday
April 8, from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. for the public. 
It will feature hundreds of species of Texas
natives, including seeds, annual wildflowers,
grasses, perennials, wetland plants, shrubs
and trees. Not only are they beautiful, but
native plants help conserve water, reduce
mowing costs, provide habitat for birds,
bees, butterflies and other wildlife, protect
the soil, and save money on fertilizer and
pesticides. If you go, keep an eye out for
blooming wildflowers on the side of the
road. It is supposed to be a banner year for
wildflowers due to ample rainfall and a
relatively mild winter.  Here are some
suggestions, from the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center, of plants that you can
choose to make a big difference in helping
our pollinators:

1. Plant and Protect These 
Three Texas Milkweeds

These three milkweeds provide the most
protection for monarchs and are the most
commonly found throughout the Texas
flyway. Bees love them too!

Antelope horns
Asclepias asperula 

Zizotes milkweed
Asclepias
oenotheroides 

Green antelopehorn
Asclepias viridis 

2. Plant and Protect These 
Five Spring Nectar Plants

These five widespread Texas natives offer
abundant nectar for monarchs flying north
in the spring. The bees will thank you too!
They are easy to grow, will look great in a
planned landscape and are relatively easy to
find at nurseries and through seed sources.

Prairie verbena
Glandularia
bipinnatifida 

Purple coneflower
Echinacea pupurea 

Texas lantana
Lantana urticoides 

Black-eyed Susan
Rudbeckia hirta 

Mealy blue sage
Salvia farinacea 

3. Plant and Protect These 
Five Fall Nectar Plants

These five widespread Texas natives offer
abundant nectar for foraging bees and
monarchs flying south to Mexico in the fall.
They are easy to grow, will look great in a
planned landscape and are relatively easy to
find at nurseries and through seed sources.

Gregg's mistflower
Conoclinium greggii 

Shrubby boneset
Ageratina havanensis

Maximilian sunflower
Helianthus
maximiliani

Fall aster
Symphyotrichum

oblongifolium 

Frostweed
Verbesina virginica

Visit The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center website to learn more:  

http://www.wildflower.org/learn/power-
the-migration
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Planting for Pollinators cont’d.

Remember these 4 P’s:
Protect, Preserve, and 
Plant for Pollinators
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BOOK NOOK 
by Barbi Rose

Check out the new books in the library. 

1. Balanced Beekeeping I:  Building a
Top Bar Hive by Philip Chandler.  The
Barefoot Beekeeper guides us through
building a top bar hive from scratch.
2. Balanced Beekeeping II:
Managing the Top Bar Hive by Philip
Chandler.  A wealth of wisdom for
top bar beekeepers.
3. Top-Bar Beekeeping:  Organic
Practices for Honeybee Health by
Les Crowder and Heather Harrell.
Don't miss the diagrams that
demonstrate techniques specific to
top bar hives.
4. Splits and Varroa by William
Hesbach. Leearn how splits can be
used to successfully control Varroa
mites.
5. The Hive and the Honey Bee by
Lorenzo Langstroth.  One of the
first books about modern bee
management.
6. Beekeeping at Buckfast Abbey
by Brother Adam.  Read about the
methods used by Brother Adam, the
creator of the Buckfast Bee strain.

Lance Wilson recommended several
resources during his presentation 
at the February meeting.  
All are available in the library. 

1. Fat Bees Skinny Bees by Doug
Somerville.  A highly recommended
overview of bee nutrition, including
when to feed, what to feed, how to feed,
and why.
2. Walt Wright articles - from American Bee
Journal and Bee Culture magazine.  This is a
collection of Walt's articles on Checkerboarding
as a means for swarm control.
3. Honeybee Democracy by Thomas Seeley.
The amazing story of house hunting,
democratic debate, and effective 
decision-making among the honeybees.
4. Increase Essentials by Lawrence John Connor.
Use nucs to solve problems in the beeyard.

**  Let us know if you have a book or DVD
suggestion for the library  **

The Bees are Coming Soon!  Are You Ready?
The delivery of the  packages, queens,
and nucs is of the upmost interest to all
those who have purchased product in
our Bee Procurement Program.

From my conversations with Risa at R
Weaver and Gary Bible’s communications
with Crystal at Merrimack Valley Apiaries
in Bunkie, Louisiana, I think we can give a
reasonable delivery date based on
earliest case scenario.  

I am projecting three delivery dates based on this best case scenario as April 12th for 70 - 3#
packages of bees w/M&C queens, April 12th and 19th for delivery of 55 M&C caged  queens (each
date), and finally April 15th for the 215  5-frame nucs coming from Louisiana.

I will be picking up the 70 packages and 55 queens from R Weaver Apiaries in Navasota on
Wednesday morning the 12th  and returning to the Bost Farm in Georgetown in the afternoon with
plans to distribute the product to all ready to pick up at that time. I will also be available on Thursday
the 13th for those who were not able to pick up initially. It is not the best delivery date for all
concerned and may pose an  inconvenience for some, but that is the date dictated by the production
schedule of R Weaver and I encourage all effected to adjust their schedule to accommodate their pickup.

The team will be heading toward Louisiana midday on Friday April, 14th to pick up all the 5-frame
nucs and return to the Bost Farm in the early hours of Saturday morning. That means that the
members can come on Saturday morning around 8 AM to retrieve their nuc boxes. These nucs will
still be closed in the morning which may aid in transport, but will need to be opened as the day
moves on allowed the bees to fly.  Again members are encouraged to adjust their schedule and be
ready to pick up their purchased bees and  get them installed sooner than later.

Please take into consideration the volunteer help that has worked so hard to pick up and deliver
these bees back to the Georgetown area, and make every effort to schedule your pick up in a
timely manner to lighten the burden on all those working at the Bost Farm and also to ease the
effect on the bees.

Last, but not least, PLEASE remember to bring your “PICKUP VOUCHER” as proof of purchase and
so helpful to our inventory control in the delivery process.

In the Pickup Voucher Letter, that I will email to each of you, I will try to better explain the time
and dates that relate to your purchase but, as always, feel free to call or email me if you do not
understand and we will try to talk through it.

Regards, Jimmie Oakley - WCABA Order Coordinator
cell: 512-507-3009  or jimmie.oakley@gmail.com

Make payments to WCABA. Pickup location will be: 
Bost Farm, 4355 C. R. 110, Georgetown, TX 78626

Queen bees from R Weaver Apiaries will come marked & clipped.
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3-pound packages of bees from R Weaver Apiaries 
will come with a marked & clipped queen.

Queen bees in the 5 frame nucs from Merrimack
Valley Apiaries will NOT be marked.



Introduction of the New Recipients of the 
Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship

At 7PM, before the Beekeeping 101 Session, Jimmie Oakley will introduce the scholarship
kids for this year and recognize the recipients who have completed the program from
last year with certificates. 

The Texas Honey Queen, Megan Pettibon, will be in attendance and make the
presentations, assisted by the WCABA Honey Queen, Elise Gardner. Come join us!

Later Jimmie will direct the scholarship winners, assisted by parents and last year’s
recipients in assembling their hives in a separate area.

If you did not get to contribute to the scholarship program by donating honey for the Hill
Country Fair last November, perhaps you would like to make a donation of cash or a check.

This program is crucial in our efforts to get more young people interested in and involved
with beekeeping, and the more money we raise, the more scholarships we can award. See

Shirley Doggett, or one of the other people helping at the registration counter, to donate.

Letter from the President - Jim Colbert
It looks like “spring has sprung” a little early this year. Bluebonnets
are showing up, Redbuds are in full bloom and wildflowers are
showing up in force. We still may have some cold weather ahead,
but probably no more freezes. So what are the bees doing? Well,
there is a lot of pollen coming in, I am starting to see nectar being
stored and I am finding brood in all my hives. I also found a queen
cell in one of my hives yesterday, so they are pretty active.  For the
beekeeper, it’s time to be checking your hive and keeping an eye
on things. It is also time to be sure your equipment is ready. Check
your woodenware and paint it if it needs painting, order new
foundation and frames if you need it, and try out some of those
new gadgets you have been wanting – maybe a different style hive tool or a different veil.
Much of the fun in beekeeping is playing with the toys.

Jimmie and Gary have done a great job of coordinating our bee procurement and we have
packages, Nucs and queens arriving in April. Now is the time to be sure you are ready for them.
If you want a mentor to help you, I will be trying to pair mentors and mentees in the next week
or so. Several people have mentioned wanting a mentor to me at our meetings and I try to
remember them, but the best way to be assured of getting a mentor is to fill out the form
found on our web page under the “opportunities” tab at the top and sending it to me.

We will also be introducing our scholarship recipients at our March meeting. The Ed Wolfe-
Robert Bost Memorial Scholarship is a shining star of our club that supports new young
beekeepers by providing them with a full hive, complete with a package of bees and all the
basic equipment needed to get started. Both Jimmie Oakley and Mary Bost have worked
tirelessly this year to coordinate the program and I can think of no better way keep beekeeping
alive in the next generation. Kudos to both of them.

Also, if you are a first time member of WCABA, you are eligible for a FREE one year membership
in the Texas Beekeepers Association. Check with Shirley at the desk when you come in at our
next meeting, which is March 23 at 7:00 PM.  See you there - Jim

• • • • • • • • • • • •

Jim Colbert, WCABA President

Honey-Apple Cake
Ingredients:
1 cup chopped pecans, divided
2 cups sugar
1 cup vegetable oil
1/4 cup honey
3 large eggs
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/4 tsp. ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 cups chopped Golden Delicious apple
Honey Sauce (see recipe below)
Vanilla ice cream (optional)
Instructions:
Grease and flour a 12-cup Bundt pan;
sprinkle bottom of pan with 1/4 cup
pecans. Set aside. Beat sugar, oil, and
honey at medium speed with an electric
mixer until well blended. Add eggs, 1 at a
time, beating just until blended. Combine
flour and next 4 ingredients. Gradually add
to sugar mixture, beating at low speed just
until blended. Stir in vanilla, remaining 3/4
cup pecans, and apple. Spoon over pecans in
pan. Bake at 350° for 55 to 60 minutes. Cool in
pan on a wire rack 15 minutes; remove from
pan, and place on a wire rack over wax paper.
Pour 1/2 cup Honey Sauce over warm cake.
Cool. Heat remaining Honey Sauce; serve with
cake and, if desired, ice cream.

Honey Sauce
Ingredients:
1 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1/2 cup butter or margarine
1/4 cup honey
1/4 cup milk
Instructions:
Bring all ingredients to
a boil in a medium
saucepan over
medium-high heat,
stirring constantly; boil,
stirring constantly, 2 minutes.
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Photo: Charles Walton
Recipe from: Southern Living



March is here and our packages and nucs
will be arriving before we know it, but you
have time to find the just-right spot for your
new hive. You’re probably excited to get
started, but resist setting up an empty hive
body too soon. Wait until the day before
your bees arrive so unwanted squatters
don’t take up residence. Here are some tips
for choosing where to place your hive:

Look for a place that gets early morning
through early afternoon sun but has a little
shade in the late afternoon, but avoid place
your hive near or under trees that tend to
shed limbs, like Cedar Elms. Also avoid
putting your hive so close to a tree that you
might bang your head while working in the
hive. Tree limbs don’t give, even if you do
have a hard head.

The condition of the ground is important too.
Soft, squishy soil that gets boggy during
rains is not a good place, unless you really
like raising small hive beetles. The extra soil
moisture can also cause mold to grow in your
hive. Look for hard-packed dirt, or even put
down a good layer of road base under your
hive first. One of our scholarship recipients
placed her hives on sheets of plywood. 
She said she didn’t have trouble with hive
beetles at all last year. Inspired by her idea, 
I put thick cardboard under and around a
hive stand and then covered the cardboard
with road base. That rocky surface will
hopefully limit the small hive beetle’s ability
to pupate in the ground around the hive. 

A place with a natural windbreak is best, but
if it doesn’t exist, be prepared to provide
protection from the cold winter winds. 
Some beekeepers build a wall or stack bales
of hay to block the chilly winds of winter. 

Of course a site close to ample forage is
important. Bees will collect pollen and nectar
from many flowering native bushes, trees,
and wildflowers. If you’re near an agricultural
location, try to find out if pesticides are
going to be a problem for you in the future.
Vegetable gardens depend on bees for
pollination, but your bees will need much
more than a typical garden can provide. 

All life needs water, and if you don’t provide
a source, your bees will likely visit your
neighbor’s pool or pet’s watering dish. Bees
prefer slightly dirty water over pristine
sources, so don’t worry about cleaning it too
often. Put out a shallow waterer with rocks
or marbles so they don’t get water logged
and drown. Once they discover a favorite
watering hole, they’ll continue to visit it
throughout the year, so don’t let it run dry. 

Don’t place your
hives directly on the
ground. They need to be clear
of the ground for many reasons: it hinders
pests from gaining easy access, it makes it
easier for the bees to come and go without
having to navigate grass and such at the
entrance, but most important: it keeps them
from getting washed away during heavy
rains. Over the past few years, I’ve seen
apiaries in the area or nearby states post
pictures of floating hives. That’s a problem
that can be avoided with a little effort and
planning.

If you live in a populated area, be a good
neighbor and don’t put your hive next to
common walkways where people and bees
are likely to collide. You might also want to
camouflage your hive so it’s not easily
identified by apiphobic neighbors.

Try to place your hive where you’ll have easy
vehicle access. Carrying equipment, tools,
extra frames can be cumbersome on foot,
but when you’re ready to harvest honey,
consider how far you’ll have to carry a 60
pound box of honey (with bees on your tail
in protest). 

Finally, place your hives where you can enjoy
watching the bees work. It’s a joy to watch
pollen zipping into hives in the pollen
baskets, or to watch orientation flights as
young bees prepare to graduate to foraging.
It also makes it easier to keep track of when
a problem might be developing.

Some consideration and planning before your
bees arrive will save you trouble and extra
work later on, so take the time to plan now.
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Choosing a Location for Your New Hive

by Laura Colburn



Welcome to our new members:
David Edgar, Lampasas; 
Ricky Prescott, Lampasas; 
Terry White, Lommeta; 
Nathan Jones, Dripping Springs;
Shelley Franklin, Georgetown;
Samuel Oakley, Waco; 
Adison James Kern; Brian Gray,
Taylor; Melinda & Micky Foster,
Coupland; Joe & Cash Terry,
Liberty Hill; Heather PodLipny
& Kenny Pailes, Austin; Stan
Naylor, Cedar Park; Suella
Kirkham, Austin; Carolyn
Bednorz, Leander;  The
Selvera Family, Bertram; 
The Talentino Family, Dale;
Chelsea Blakely, Granger;
Charles Goertz, Rund Rock;
Guy Pemberton, Burnet;
Mark Bryant, Manor.

Renewing members are: 
Kelley Jones, Rockdale; Jon
Klema, Leander; Nathan
Morgan, Georgetown;
Elizabeth Elabed, Cedar Park;
Jacob Gotta, Cedar Park; Mark
Spilotro, Georgetown;  Mario
Martinez, Georgetown; Bruce
Miller, Georgetown; Emmett
Schlinke, Austin; Sharon Hullings,
Coupland; Tom Symons,
Georgetown; Paula Nemec, Taylor;
Shawn Anchors, Georgetown; Paul
Kline, Rockdale; Brian Ballinger,
Austin; Neal Armstrong, Austin; Paul
Clutts, Pflugerville; John Latham,
Thrall; John Swan, Austin; Bradley Ware,
Killeen; Neal Armstrong, Austin; Bob
Hall, Cedar Park;  Kay Freund,
Georgetown; Les Crowder, Austin; Jed
Dunning, Lampasas; Lance Wilson,
Leander; Judith Haller, Austin; Elke &
Stephen Jensen, Killeen; Jack & Shirley Ward,
Austin; JR Moody, Hutto; Steve & Mary
Mullins, Elgin; Kendall & Lorrains Brady,
Georgetown; Suzab Gibson, Belton; Lorraine
Branch, Austin; John & Susan Philpott,
Georgetown; Grace & Doug Bryce, Georgetown;
The Medina Family, Cedar Park; Jerry Babyak,
Austin;  The Foight Family, Manor; Don & Shelley
Williamson, Georgetown.

New
Members

and 
Membership 

Renewals

Texas Beekeepers Association
~ Winter Delegates Meeting ~ 

Texas A&M Honey Bee Lab
by Jennifer Shear

Q:  Why don’t bees fly at night?
A:  Because they are buzzed!  

Okay…the jokes were bad but the content
was worth the 2 hour drive to College Station,
TX for the annual winter delegates meeting.

The Texas Beekeepers Association kicks off
every year with a winter delegates meeting,
where two representatives from each of the 43
county beekeeper associations are invited to
the Texas A&M Honey Bee Lab to discuss
current topics and events.  This is also a great
opportunity to voice your suggestions on
current and future projects.  

This year’s meeting was held on Feb. 18th and it
was a great meeting filled with important topics
and conversations.

The day kicked off with our illustrious 
Chris Doggett calling the meeting to order.  
I always enjoy listening to Chris’ whitty Brittish
commentary.  His knowledge of the beekeeping
community is extensive and you can tell he has
a true passion and love of bees.

Chris Moore, President of Texas Beekeepers
Association, from Kountze, Texas, discussed
the sensitive and hard hitting topics of Real
Texas Honey and House Bill 1293.

Real Texas Honey is a campaign to inform
and educate the
community of what is and
isn’t real Texas honey.
Over 70% of honey in
the US is imported but
sometimes labels can
be deceiving.  If you
are buying honey
from the grocery
store read the label
very carefully to
make sure the
honey is local and
not processed.  If
you are like me
and aren’t
producing honey yet, the best
place to get honey is at your local
Farmers Market.  If you live in or
around Georgetown you have
many options to get your honey.
Go to: www.farmergeorgetown.

market  to find the many Farmers
Markets weekly in Georgetown.  If

you are in the Round Rock/Hutto
area our wonderful Mary Bost has her

honey sold at the stand along Hwy 79,
just past Wal-mart.

Let’s talk politics!  

House Bill 1293 has been filed to update
Chapter 131 of the Texas Agriculture Code relating to bees
and beekeeping in Texas.  Roger Farr spoke to the crowd
to talk about the bill, keeping a civil campaign (no name
calling people!), and understanding some real issues that
need to be addressed.  As part of the beekeeping
community it is our right and responsibility to be heard
and let our government know how we feel.  We have a
long way to go, but make sure you have a voice.  
To learn more about this bill you can go to TBA’s website:
http://texasbeekeepers.org/house-bill-1293/

On a lighter note, the upbeat and funny Chari Elam and
Lisa Dittfurth gave the group an update on upcoming events. 

The Summer Clinic this year will be held at University of
Texas @ Arlington on June 10th.  This new venue will allow
for large rooms for our beekeeper attendees and speakers
and we will be bringing back break-out sessions for small
group discussions. 

The annual conference this year will be held in Temple,
Nov. 9-11 at Mayborn Convention Center so mark your
calendars.  Chari and Lisa are looking for volunteers for
both events so if you are interested in helping out please
contact them thru TBA.

Another important and family fun event that was
discussed is the Texas Beekeepers Association Honey
Booth at the State Fair of Texas.  The fair is Sept. 29

through Oct. 22nd this year and
John Talbert, of Sabine Creek
Honey and coordinator of the TBA
State Fair Honey Booth, is asking
that anyone who packages their
honey send in 1 or 2 bottles for
him to display in the honey booth
at the fair. After the fair the honey
is donated to the Happy Hills
Farm in Granbury, Texas in
support of their program.
Coordinators are asking for
volunteers for this event as well,
or if you are going to the fair and
have some time…they always

need help so just stop by!

This was my first delegates meeting but in my opinion it
was a success.  I mean…come on… I was at my alma-
mater and I was at the Texas A&M Honey Bee Lab!  I got to
see where they test for Varroa, their yard full of hives, and
the room with the observation hives to view their bees in
a contained environment.  The experience was amazing
and I met so many people with a passion for beekeeping.
It was a great day and I look forward to next year!

Gig’Em - Jen
WCABA Historian
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Jennifer Shear and John Hibbard arrive at the Texas
A&M Janice and John G. Thomas Honey Bee Facility.



By now I’m sure many of you have heard about House Bill 1293 and, like me,
may be wondering what it’s all about. Obviously, it is very important for me to
learn all I can about it so I can fully understand what this bill is and what it will
mean for the Texas beekeeping industry because, in my role as WCABA Honey

Queen, I get to help educate others about it.  I also feel it’s important for the
general population of the beekeeping community to understand this bill as well.  

Here’s what I’ve learned about it so far: House Bill 1293 is more of an “update” on AG code 131, as Chris
Moore puts it in his informational video on the bill. This AG code was written about 35 years ago and has
not been changed since, so it’s a bit outdated. What the new bill is trying to do, in a nutshell, is protect our industry. It is going
to change some of the laws and regulations of the Texas Apiary Inspection Service to better protect beekeepers as a whole. 

One of the things the Texas Apiary Inspection Service focuses on is preventing the spread of harmful pests and diseases
among beehives in Texas. They do this by monitoring seaports and migratory hives of bees. House Bill 1293 will be changing
some of the requirements for permits for migratory beekeepers, making the process of obtaining permits simpler, as well as
making the permits easier for the Inspection service to keep up with. HB 1293 will also be updating old, nearly irrelevant, laws
from 1983 that, as they read now, make most all of us, hobby and commercial beekeepers alike, guilty of breaking the law. The
current law states that every Texas beekeeper is required to inform the Chief Apiary Inspector if we find varroa in our hives.
Not doing so would make us guilty of a Class C misdemeanor!  I think I can safely speak for Mark Dykes when I say, he does not
want to hear from each and every one of us that sees a varroa mite! The science of modern beekeeping has far outpaced the
laws governing it and it is time to bring them up to date. These are just a couple of the issues House Bill 1293 is trying to tackle. 

Ultimately, the passing of this bill will be a good thing for all Texas beekeepers and will help protect our industry which, in my
opinion, is essential right now. It is very important that we all come together and work to get this bill passed.  I will be visiting
the Texas State Capitol at the end of this month with the Texas Honey Queen, Megan Pettibon. We will be advocating for and
promoting House Bill 1293 while we’re at the capitol, in hopes of getting it passed. I encourage you to not only study up on
and support this bill, but to also help spread the word about it and rally even more support for it, and to call or email your
Texas legislative representatives about it so we can get it passed!

Visit the Texas Beekeepers Association website and check out their 25 FAQs that explain the reasoning behind why HB 1293 is
written as it is. http://texasbeekeepers.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Frequently-Asked-Questions-v-final.pdf

~ House Bill 1293 ~ 
and the Winter Delegates Meeting

by Elise Gardner (WCABA Honey Queen & Apprentice Master Beekeeper)
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Buzzword:

• Hobbyist •
A Hobby Beekeeper typically has

fewer than 25 hives.

According to Texas Apiary
Inspection Service estimates,

approximately 90% of the
beekeepers in Texas are 

hobbyists.

WCABA Honey Queen, 
Elise Gardner, 

has a bee blog.
Check it out at:

www.BusyBeeChic.com

Roger Farr discusses House Bill 1293 and the proposed changes
to Chapter 131 of the Texas Ag Code.

Tanya Phillips and Mark Hedley with TBA President, 
Chris Moore, who spoke about Real Texas Honey.

Chris Doggett with Cheri Elam, who spoke about the
$152,000 specialty crop grant awarded to TBA.

In our small group, Cynthia Schlottis had questions for Lance Wilson
about honey definitions and European supermarket honey testing labs.

Tim Elliot, John Hibbard, and 
Jennifer Shear get a tour of the lab
from Apiary Inspector, Mary Reed.

Texas Honey Queen,
Megan Pettibon, and

WCABA Honey Queen,
Elise Gardner at the
delegates meeting.
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WCABA (Basic) Beekeeping Equipment List
The Equipment Listed Below is the suggested Minimum Needed to Start Beekeeping

Busy Bee Supplies 2017  
Qty  Unit  Item Number  Description                                             Price Total Price  

1       1      WW-600           9 5/8" Deep Hive Body Unassembled $13.50        $13.50
1 1 FR-821            9 1/8" Grooved Top Bar & Grooved Bottom Bar Frames (case of 10) $10.50 $10.50
1       1       FN-710            8 1/2 x 16 1/4 Rite-Cell beeswax coated sheet  (black, case of 10) $12.95 $12.95
1       1 WW-690 Varroa Screened Bottom Board (assembled) $28.95 $28.95
1 1 WW-365 Flat Wood (Migratory) Cover $11.75 $11.75
1 1 FD-100-WD Wooden Entrance Feeder $6.95 $6.95
1 1 CL-100 Square Folding Veil w/Elastic $12.75 $12.75
1 1 CL-130 Plastic Sun Helmet $10.95 $10.95
1 1 CL-605 Economy Leather Gloves (Medium) $12.95 $12.95
1 1 HD-584 9" Hive Tool $4.50 $4.50
1 1 BM-847 First Lessons in Beekeeping $10.95 $10.95
1 1 HD-660 Bee Brush $5.75 $5.75
1 1 HD-556 Standard Smoker $25.95 $25.95____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Subtotal: $168.40
Taxes (8.25%): $  13.89________

Total:  $182.29  

Busy Bee Supplies New Location!
Busy Bee Supplies has moved and is now open year round. 

Now Located at:
509-D Brewster Ave.
Florence, TX 76527

Busy Bee Supplies’ new store front.
They also have a new giftshop right next door.

Store Hours:
M, T, TH, F: 9am - 4pm

Sat: 9am - 12pm
Closed: Wed and Sun.

Main Phone: 254-793-9459
To Order Call: 254-985-6079

Customer Service: 512-985-6080
www.busybeesupplies.com

New Gift Shop:
Members with handmade 
gift shop appropriate products, 
contact April May to inquire
about placing your products 
in the Gift Shop at 
Busy Bee Supplies new location. 
admin@busybeesupplies.com

April May is happy to help you
with your bee supply needs.

Spring Checklist
March and April are when the beekeeper needs to kick it into high
gear to prepare for the major honey flow.

In the Beeyard:
� Work bees on warm, sunny days
� Reverse brood boxes
� Add a second brood box to needy colonies
� Feed your bees - keep feeders full of 1:1 syrup
� Make new colonies with package bees
� Make nucs from strong colonies
� Consider combining weak colonies with strong colonies
� Keep an eye out for swarms
� Remove medication before the supers go on
� Add supers when bees have filled 6-8 frames with honey

(Empty supers may be added either above or below full supers)

In the Garden:
� Plant annuals, wildflower transplants (such as: bluebonnet,

larkspur, poppy), perennials and vines, ornamental grasses
� Prune, divide, and move perennials, roses, shrubs, and trees 

(DO NOT prune red oaks and live oaks unless damaged)
� Consider installing drip irrigation for water conservation
� Add compost and organic fertilizer to vegetable gardens
� Plant vegetables: Chard, cucumber, eggplant, spinach, peppers,

pumpkin, summer & winter squash, tomatillos (you need at least
two!), tomatoes, beans, cantaloupe

� Plant herbs: chives, catnip, comfrey, fennel, horseradish, feverfew,
oregano, thyme, rosemary, Mexican mint marigold, peppermint,
lemongrass



“Thank You!” Refreshment Hosts: 
Leigh Ann Brunson, Jill Douglass, 

Janine Hall, and
Sherry Smith.
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Announcements & Upcoming Events
Mark your calendars with these important dates so you don’t miss out on anything!

Consider getting involved by volunteering!

Swarm List
Contact Jim Colbert

512-863-7183
If you would like to be on the list to
collect swarms, provide your name,

phone number, and the areas
you would be able to serve. 

Also indicate if you are willing to
retrieve swarms that have nested 

in places difficult to reach 
(“cut-outs”).

Support TBAs
“Real Texas Honey”

Program
Support your local Beekeeper

visit:
RealTexasHoney.com

to register and for more
information

Support TBAs
“Real Texas Honey”

Program
Support your local Beekeeper

visit:
RealTexasHoney.com

to register and for more
information

Aaron Stenulson
from the Williamson County Tax

office to graciously agreed
to share his presentation on the
requirements for Ag Exemption

with us. Look for it on the WCABA
website here:

http://wcaba.org/documents/
AgExempt.pdf

March
23

June
10

Summer Clinic
University of Texas, Arlington

Don’t miss it!

Central Texas
Bee School

in Brenham, TX

Central Texas
Bee School

in Brenham, TX

Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost
Memorial Scholarship.

Come meet the new
scholarship recipients

at our meeting in March!
The WCABA is proud to introduce
the newest scholarship recipients

accepted into the
program.

March
25

April
12, 15, 19

Picking up Bees
Projected delivery dates
(subject to change) are:

April 12 - 3# packages and
caged queens

April 15 - 5 frame Nucs
April 19 - caged queens

Don’t forget your
pickup voucher!

Picking up Bees
Projected delivery dates
(subject to change) are:

April 12 - 3# packages and
caged queens

April 15 - 5 frame Nucs
April 19 - caged queens

Don’t forget your
pickup voucher!

5th Annual Central Texas
Tour de Hives

August
18-20

April
7-8

Spring Native
Plant Sale

At the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center

Members Only Friday
Public Day Saturday

Spring Native
Plant Sale

At the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center

Members Only Friday
Public Day Saturday
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Dues $15.00 per year - individual or family membership 

New Member / Renewing Member       (circle one)                     Date:______________________

Name: _________________________________________________ Amount: $ _______________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (         ) ________________________________ e-mail: ______________________________________
(please print)

To save postage cost, may we send your Newsletter via e-mail?  Yes[      ]   No[      ]

Instructions: print, fill out, and bring to club meeting, or mail with check to Membership:
Mrs. Shirley Doggett - 400 C. R. 440 - Thrall, TX 76578

WCABA MEETING MINUTES
January 26, 2017

1.    Opening the Meeting: President Jim Colbert opened 
the meeting.

2.    President’s Announcements:

• For anyone interested in removing swarms, please contact 
Jim Colbert.  He is receiving calls now regarding swarms.

• If you are also interested in doing cut-outs, contact Jim Colbert.

• For students wishing to apply for the Ed Wolfe-Robert Bost
Memorial Scholarship to learn about bees and beekeeping,
please contact Jimmie Oakley at the meeting or at
jimmie.oakley@gmail.com. 

• The deadline for essays is February 10, 2017.  
You can get the application form on the WCABA website.

• Bee Procurement – Jimmie Oakley and Gary Bible are 
taking orders at a table on the west wall.  
Taking orders ends next week.

• Mentors – we always need mentors to work with the
scholarship recipients and new beekeepers.  
Contact Jim Colbert.

• Phil Ainslee, our Treasurer, donated an amazing cart to the
WCABA Library.  It allows storage space for books as well as a
working surface for the club’s Librarian.

• Donations for door prizes are always welcome.

3.    Beekeeping 101: Laura Colburn taught a session 
on “Equipment”.

4.    Beekeeping 201: Les Crowder led the session on a 
variety of subjects.

5.   Program: Our Program Director, John Hibbard, introduced 
the evening’s speaker, Lance Wilson.  Lance spoke on 
“Spring Management”.

6.    Meeting Adjourned: President Jim Colbert adjourned 
the meeting.

7.    Date for Next Meeting: Our next meeting will be on February
23, 2017. 

- Ginny Stubblefield, Secretary, WCABA
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Williamson County Area
Beekeepers Association
4355 County Road 110
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Support TBAs “Real Texas Honey” Program
With over 70% of the honey in
the U.S. being imported, it has
become increasingly
important for us to support
our local honey producers.
Consumers are faced with a
growing food fraud problem
when they grab a bottle of
honey off the grocery store
shelf, as honey has become
the 3rd most common food
item to be mislabeled. Some
honey that is labeled “local” or
“Texas honey” has been found
to be falsely labeled and is
actually imported from China.
This imported honey may be
contaminated with heavy

metals and antibiotics, “ultra-purified” (with all its beneficial ingredients
filtered out, including pollen), or it may even be fake (a blend of honey and
other sweeteners like cheap corn syrup and artificial sweeteners). 

In Texas, we consume ~15m lbs. of honey per year, yet we only produce
~8m lbs. This high demand for honey is a golden opportunity for
beekeepers and consumers to form a partnership to support real local
honey, stop food fraud and imports of inferior products, and create quality
standards so consumers can know what product they are getting by being
able to trust its labeling and its source. “You get what you pay for” with honey,
so spring for REAL local honey, support your neighborhood beekeeper, and
take advantage of the myriad of health benefits local honey has to offer!

TBA has launched a “Real Texas Honey” program with the goal of
connecting consumers with real local beekeepers. Make sure to visit the
website and register. The more participants, the better the program works! 
Visit RealTexasHoney.com for more information.

Are you on the Honey Locator Map? Register today so
consumers can find you and your Real Texas Honey!


